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King? 5 Southern Christian Leaded 
° 'commenting on how the poUce.diffe^ 
|"rrf Ve^puHic ofTicial, Councilman 
Barry said: “I *K*S* 

SyTwe’ve got budget control” over 
the police department. 

Barry said that while he was appalied 
that me police had nothing better to do 
wthi taxpayers’ money than watch those 
us in the civil rights movement who 
were pushing hard against the system, 

he A Sai me e numbe^of ' 
dwindled (from a high of 440 m iOn to 
210 last year), the intelligence unit shifted 
its attention to normal criminal investiga- 

tl0 “Today 95 per cent of our information 
gathering involves criminal mtclhgence 
on organized crime and other data)’ said 
"'Zanders “The other five per cent is a 
holdover from the days of demonstra- 
tions.” 




Room 5063 at Police headquar- 
ters houses the intelligence unit. 
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Detective Johnson, who is the senior 
member of the intelligence unit, having 
worked m it since October, 1968 , said re- 
cently, “the cause isn’t there anymore ” 

In the^ antiwar days, “a lot of people 
became disillusioned with the movement 
and came to us with information,” John- 
son said. “Some information you didn’t 
have to pay for— there was a certain 
amount of patriotism-and a lot did it for 
this ® And We g0t lots of an onymous 

Attempts to put “plants” within various 
movements never was very successful, 

the Sr>q S «t' J or ,' sample, he said, “when 
the SDS (Students for a Democratic So- 
ciety) was' going underground, they . 
fornied small cells. That was one reason 
the Capitol bombmg was never solved '' 
Within a small group, nobody is going to 
tell a stranger anything.” 

..S'°‘ e f s . have become so rare, Johnson 
“ at no ionger subscribe to the 
Q “?. ksi J. ver Times and other underground 
publications,” which were required read 
ago f ° r intelIigence oncers a few years 

Johnson was one of the plainclothes’ 
officers who “took a lot of pictures” at 
demonstrations, but he said “those are 
long gone, too,.” along with the files. “We 
took them to the shredder.” 

Today, about one half of the police de- 
partment’s 20 investigators- in the intelli- 
gence unit (which has a total of 26 em- 
ployees) work on organized crime Zan- 
ders said. 



. It’s not major family, Mafia stuff,” Zan- 
ders said, “but it is organized. Criminals 
need associations and patterns” similar to 
Mafia organizations,, he said. 

Intelligence unit investigators “try not 
to be too visible, working a little more 
undercover, than other investigators ” Zan- 
ders said. ■ 

The other half of the squad attempts to 
be aware of extremist groups engaged in 
bombings, taking hostages”, and other 
criminal acts. 

. The unit “stays aware of the tone of the 
city and the nation,” Zanders said. 

It also keeps files on “persons with 
mental conditions” and, others who write 
threatening letters to public officials. 
We had a card on the guy who drove 
his car through the White House gate ” 
i Zanders said. , » ’• 

The squad shows up at the relatively 
tew demonstrations that still 'occasionally 
draw substantial crowds,' such as the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson’s march around the White 
House and the anti-abortion lobby at the 
Capitol last month. But files no longer are 
kept on individual leaders. 

-If there is an arrest, that makes it a 
criminal matter and we file it,” Detective 
Johnson said of -the present policy. “If 
there is no arrest, we drop it (information 
gathered) m the shredder.” 

Most of the intelligence squad is now 
occupied “tracking down organized fences 
burglary rings and other criminal types ” 
Johnson said. . ’ 

“Crime is our problem, not demonstra- 

° FS -’ / an ^ s said - “We look on that as a. 
period that has passed ” 
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